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TO  THE  BODMIN  BOROUGH  COUNCIL. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  1947. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres)  — 3, SI  1. 

Population — 5,158. 

Number  of -inhabited  houses  end  of  1947  according 
to  the  rate  books — 1,283. 

Rateable  value — £28,686. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  — £1  12-8-5.. 

Social  Conditions 

The  town  is  a residential  one  healthily  situated 
on  high  ground. 

It  has  no  large  industries  but  is  the  market  town 
and  shopping  centre  for  a large  surrounding 
agricultural  district.  It  is  a good  centre  for  holiday 
makers  and  tourists,  offering  a variety  of  scenery 
and  of  opportunities  for  sports  and  recreation 
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Extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  births 

30 

41 

71 

Legitimate 

27 

41 

68 

Illegitimate 

3 

0 

3 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  population — 13*7 

There  were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  or  of  children  under  two  years  of  age  from 
Diarrhoea. 


There  was  one  death  from  Maternal  causes  during 
childbirth. 

M.  F.  Total 

Deaths  31  4p  73 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population — 14*1. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were — 


Heart  disease 

28  cases. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

7 

% 

Cancer 

3 

>5 

Nephritis 

4 

>> 

Bronchitis 

2 

>5 

Comparison  of  Birth  and  Death  rates  with  those  for 

England  and  Wales  : — 

England  and  Wales 

Birth  rate 

137 

20*5 

Death  rate 

14  1 

120 

Infantile  death  rate 

Nil 

41 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  H.  Hobling  (part 
time  Officer)  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Wadebridge  Rural  District,  Examining 
Factory  Surgeon  and  Public  Vaccinator. 

Borough  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector — 

J.  Miles.  He  is  an  Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  County  supply  Ambulances  for  Infectious 
cases  and  for  the  Maternity  unit,  a 24  hours  service 
beiug  maintained. 

In  addition  a Motor  Ambulance  is  provided  and 
maintained  in  Bodmin  by  the  St.  Johns  Ambulance 
Brigade. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  Nurses  are  provided  by  the  County 
Nursing  Association. 

There  is  a Maternity  Clinic  and  Childs  Welfai'e 
Centre 

Hospitals. 

The  Bodmin  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital  is  situated 
in  the  town.  It  treats  Medical  and  Surgical  cases 
from  the  surrounding  district  as  well  as  those  in 
the  Borough  itself. 

Infectious  cases  are  treated  in  the  Countv  Isolation 
Hospital  situated  in  Truro. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 

Water. 

This  is  supplied  by  a private  company.  Throughout 
the  year  this  has  been  adequate,  and  a considerable 
improvement  has  been  effected  at  the  Halgavor  View 
Kstate  by  the  substitution  of  a new  4-inch  main  for 
the  old  2-inch  pipe. 

A further  extension  of  the  system  was  brought 
about  by  the  laying  of  a 3-inch  main  to  the  new 
Green  Lane  Estate  to  serve  the  40  new  Council 
Houses  which  have  been  erected  there. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Except  for  a 6-inch  branch  sewer  at  Green  Lane 
the  system  remains  the  same  as  before  The  two 
sewage  works,  one  at  Dragon  Pits,  the  other  at 
Scarletts  Well,  are  working  well  and  the  effluent 
continues  to  maintain  a satisfactory  standard. 

Scavenging. 

The  collection  area  has  again  been  increased  to 
bring  this  service  to  the  isolated  groups  of  houses  in 
the  rural  area  of  the  Borough.  During  the  year  a 
bulldozer  was  used  to  level  out  the  top  surface  of 
the  refuse  disposal  tipping  area  and  the  whole  tip  is 
now  in  an  excellent  workable  condition. 
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Food  Inspection. 

Fewer  infections  were  carried  out  this  year  at  the 
slaughterhouse  as  very  little  killing  was  done  there. 
With  this  exception  conditions  remain  as  outlined  in 
the  1946  report. 

Housing. 

Twelve  more  houses  were  completed  during  the 
year  on  the  Green  Lane  Estate  by  the  i ouncil’s 
contractors.  Private  enterprise  was  responsible  for 
a further  eight  houses  being  completed. 


Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
during  the  year. 


Dis  jase. 


Total  Cases  notified.  Total  Deaths. 


Dysentery  .'iO  0 

Diphtheria  ‘1  0 

Pneumonia  1 0 

Scarlet  Fever  1 0 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  I 0 


The  cases  of  Dysentery  all  occured  in  the  Mental 
Hospital. 


The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  all  in  one  family. 
None  had  been  immunized. 


The  case  of  Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  recovered 
with  no  loss  of  vision. 

Free  immunization  against  Diphtheria  is  carried 
out  for  children  up  to  15  years  of  age  at  the  Child's 
Welfare  Centre  and  by  Doctors  at  their  private 
surgeries. 
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Tuberculosis, 

New  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year — 

Three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year — one  female  and  two  males. 

There  were  two  deaths  of  males  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925, 
relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  engaged  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


